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No. 7. 
Examination of Mr. ff, Mac&enzie, taken 

by a Committee of the Trustees of the 

Linen and Uemp'en Manufactm es, ap* 

pointed to take into consideration the 36iA 

Report of the Commissioners of Accounts 

at a Meeting of the said Committee held 

on Saturday the *lth of July, 1810. 

Q. Have you read the 36th Report of 
the Comnusrioners of Account?, or that 
part which states that sundry sums have 
teen disallowed by them in the accounts 
of this hoard, as duplicate payments for 
looms granted to female weavers ? 

A. I have. 

Q. You have kept Mr. Duffin's books 
for some time past i 

A. I have. 

Q. Explain what you know of those du- 
plicate payments } 

A. Some time in the month of May, 
&8G8, on looking into Mr. Daffin's linen 
board cash book, which I hold in my 
hand, I found that there was a deficiency 
of receipt from the linen board, compared 
with the expenditure, and therefore a ba- 
lance due to Mr DufKrt, 

Q. Have you any recollection of its 
amount ? 

A. No, I have not — I mean there ap- 
peared a general deficiency of fund be- 
longing to the board, to answer the de- 
mands of the board, and I thereupon re- 
quested Mr Duffin to look into his ac- 
count in older to ascertain the cause of 
that deficiency, and with the assistance of 
Mr. Peebles during an investigation of 
three days, it appeared to them ; 5iat there 
Were several receipts of loom-makers 
wanting, by which I mean to say that he 
had paid for several looms of which he 
had not received the money from the 
hoard. 

Q. When did that investigation take 
place ? 

, A. I have said some time in the month 
of May, 1808, Or the early part of that 
year. 

Q, Is there any thing in that book kept 
by you, which will account for Mr. Dirf- 



fin's supposing that the looms disallowed 
by the commissioners of Account were 
not paid in the former year ? 

A. The book being a general Cash ac- 
count of the miscellaneous receipts^ and 
payments of Mr. Duffin, on account of 
the board, not a leger,, is not calculated to 
afford an answer to that question. 

Q. Was that book intended for the use 
of the board, or do you considetfit a pri- 
vate account book of Mr. Duffin's ? 

A. A private account book of Mr, 
Duffin'n. 

Q. Does chat book contain the receipts 
of Mr. Duffin as well as Jus payments } 

A. I believe it does. 

Q. Does it appear from that book that 
Mr. Duffin was overpaid at foot of his ac- 
count with the 'board, respecting looms 
for female weavers when he received the 
amount oi the duplicate receipts / 

A. It does not appear from the first 
view of this hook, whether he was over- 
paid or not, but were its contents post- 
ed in a leger, such leger- must necessarily 
shew it. 

<J. Have you' heard'from Mr, Duffin or 
from Mr. Peebles, what course they took 
to discover the cause of the deficiency ? 

A. 1 have. 

g. Explain it? 

A. They took out all payments and all 
receipts on account of looms, and formed 
them into a Dr.artdCr. account, the result 
of which accountaeemed to sboMr that five 
loom-maker's receipts were wanBng — A 
believe that that account is still in exis- 
tence. 

Q. Did you see that account 1 

A Idtd. 

Q. Does that book contain-all the re- 
ceipts of Mr. Oulhn,for the year 1807 i 

A. This book begins 1st' of Maty, 
J8Q7. 

Q. Is .it a continuation of any former 
book'kept oi» the same principle ? 

A. Yes k is — the former book I sup- 
pose is in Mr, DtiffinV office. 
Jo oa Lonarlaed, 



DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 



dims DEA+HS. 

On the 14tlr instant, in the prime of 
life, Chailes Bowrten, esq. surgeon to the 
countvof Down mfiimary. It seems to 
be considered as one of the privileges of 

BELFAST MAC. NO. XXVI. 



friendship to »peak of recently depot ted 

merit in terms of hyperbolical praise 

The preseut occasion does not call tor the 
exercise ot that privilege. If we speak of 
Mr. Bowden aswe ought, tiuth tspant,gy- 
G G 
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nc, and a correct statement of his charac- 
ter will amount to a ju»t eulogium. His 
high piofessional reputation vas (he le. 
wai'dofveiy eminent qualifications. Of 
Jus Surgical skill, the public appear to have 
Ibiined a very proper and unexaggerated 
estimate ; and it is to his honour, and was 
certainly to their advantage, that he did 
not suffer his mind to he dtawn a«ide by 
speculative studies, «r toward/, collateral 
branches of science* but applied its undi- 
vided energies to the study of sqrgery a. 
lone. This tie cultivated with, an ardent, 
and lively zeal, tbe ff urt of which was the 
unbounded confidence of an e\tensiv* cir- 
cle of friends. It is no more than simple 
jtioticeto say thattlje value of his profes- 
sional skill wassieatly enhanced by man- 
ners the most gentle and unassuming, by a 
mild and patient temper, and by disposi- 
tions of great kindness, humanity, and 
benevolence. It has sometimes been m- 
s nuated that. pioiessioual men have con- 
descended to wear an aitificial chaiaotei, 



to be used as an instrument fpr tbe piq- 
molion of selfish puiposes, and that in the 
pursuit of fame and fortune, they have, in 
some instances, tiusted more to a dexte- 
rous use of the weaknesses, the capiiees, 
and the humours of the human c haiacter, 
than to a knowledge of diseases, or an ac- 
quaintance with remedies But all who 
knew Mr. Bowden will acknowledge, that 
he was an ingenuous man, untainted by af- 
fectation, and that be enjoyed from nature 
an original aud constitutional aptitude tor 
converting acquaintance into x attachmenr, 
and casual knowledge into durable friend- 
ship. Let all those who aie desirous of 
attaining the heights of piofessional emi- 
nence, make it their chief object to culti- 
vate his vutu.es, and to rival his skill. 

Qf a pulnipnary decline, Mr. Felix O'- 
Neil, foimeily a reputable teacher in this 
town, a man who^e excellent qualities 
endeared him to many, in whose remem- 
brance he still lives. 



AGRICUL1 URAL REPORT. 

b'rom, August. 20, till- September 20- 

Since last report the weathei has in general been fine, and a considerable part of 
tire clops cut arnpu, oats have been observed to npen very unequally this season, and 
the farmers have experienced some difficulty \n determining on the most proper time 
to reap it, so as to avoid the loss of the ripe gram by waiting for the green, this me» 
quality has probably been occasioned by the long continuance of diy weather in the 
Jattei partofSpimg, which retaided tbegiowth of such part of the seed as lay nearest 
the surface, and which did not recover until the rain came on long aftei wards. 

It Is a favourable crrcamstaiiee that tbe weather has been so extremely fine, and 
seems likely to continue «o, as it will allow the late crops to come to a matunty which 
thev would riot have attained had the season proved either wet or cold. 

The late ci 0| s of potatoes have been much unproved by the warmth and dryness of 
thtj v. eather, and wil'l piobably turn out bettei than their appearance at one period 
gave reason to expect. 

The'O.ualityof the oats seems generally good, and although in some districts there is 
ceitainly a great deficiency, yet upon the wfcole we may venture to pronounce it a lair 
average crop. 

The blast or smut m wheat does not now appear as extensive as the fear of tb* 
faimer at first suggested, the quality is good, and: we may hope for a supply afl 
belter flour than last yeai's crop afforded. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Little now remains ta be added to the full detail of oft r commercial situation 
given in our t«o last lepoits. There is no amendment, but Habit is reconciling us to 
our state. The power of habit has strong influence on the human mind, tor by 
long contemplating an object, it loses much of its power of inspiring diead. Thus 
without any improvement, the state of trade, the weight of taxes, and the loss of 
public ciedit may appeal more tolerable. 

The means of making out a living are becoming increasingly difficult to all classes 
of tbe community, except to rich capitalists, or to those who in one shape, or another 
ate connected wiib land. The use on it, and on all artieles of its produce assists to 



